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Dear Colleagues, 
 
This first Autumn half term has seen continued 
disruption across our schools due to the pandemic. 
The Moorlands rate of transmission has remained 
stubbornly high despite the community’s continued 
efforts and this has meant increased staff and 
student absence. Thank you for everything you are 
doing to cover and support your colleagues should 
they be affected. 
 
Whilst we acknowledge the background we are 
working in, we remain committed to achieving the 
best we can for all of our children and continue to 
have high expectations of everyone within our 
Trust. 
 
With your support, we will continue to strive to 
deliver the best provision we can for our families 
and young people and push forwards with our 
commitment to continual improvement.  
 
Churnet View House System 
As part of their continued school development, 
Churnet View Middle School have introduced a 
house system this year to increase pupil 
engagement in the values of the school and further 
develop positive behaviour systems. 
 
They have recently held a competition for pupils to 
design the logos for each house (Gaia, Kukulkan, 
Odin and Durga) and the winning entries have now 
been selected. Great work! 
 

           
 
 

 
 
Anyone fancy a dip? 
Many schools have faced problems with the 
delivery of swimming due to the closures of leisure 
centres and facilities during the pandemic. In order 
to begin to address this, Churnet View have set up 
their very own swimming pool on site. 
 

 
 
We are reliably informed that it does heat up and 
stay warm! 
 
Westwood College and Leek High – getting the 
ball rolling again with learning outside the 
classroom 
After a long two-year hiatus, sixth form 
geographers got away for two days of field work in 
Liverpool and on the North Wales coast recently. 
The first day saw Year 13 travel to Liverpool Albert 
Docks, the up and coming Baltic Triangle and 
Liverpool One. Students carried out primary data 
collection for their NEAs (coursework) exploring the 
public and private led regeneration in the city centre 
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and inner city. For the second day, raincoats and 
wellies were donned and showers were dodged on 
a dramatic day of beach surveys and 
questionnaires at Kinmel Bay and Colwyn Bay. 

 
Supporting mental health and well-being 
In addition to working hard to accelerate academic 
progress for our pupils through various curriculum 
reviews, recovery programs and initiatives, we are 
aware of some of the very important work 
happening in our schools to support our pupils’ 
well-being and positive mental health. Of course, 
we all know that positive behaviour and well-being 
is inextricably linked to academic progress and 
attainment.  
 
There are too many initiatives to list, but some 
include: ensuring we have a designated mental 
health lead in each school who is well trained and 
can support and signpost; raising awareness days 
such as ‘Hello Yellow’ in October; and training our 
children to be ‘Mental Health Champions’ as has 
begun at Beresford Memorial First School.  
 
 

 
Well Done, Miss Hulme! 
Miss Hulme, from Westwood College, recently 
completed a 10-event challenge, taking on 
triathlons, aqua biking, foot golf and ending with a 
massive weekend triathlon, completing as many as 
possible in the time. Throughout all this she raised 
over £3500 for Arthur Rank Hospice. Amazing! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And Finally. 
 
Some words from our CEO... 
 
 
 
Dear all,   
I will be leaving the Trust at the 
end of December and just wanted 
to say thank you to everyone who 
works in our schools for all that 
you do. The pandemic has 
created significant problems and 
placed demands on all of us but 
everyone has risen through this 
difficult time because of the 
shared belief in our children and 
young people. Words will never 
be enough to recognise all you do 
every day and continue to do. It 
has been a true privilege to be a 
part of all we have achieved so 
far.   
Best wishes for a peaceful, 
healthy, and restful Christmas 
and New Year.   
Andrew  
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